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THE 


COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


Noumerr Lf. 
Turspay, 9 Ofober, 1792. 


Quidve ferat, memoret, que fit fiducia. ~Vire, 


Say, what thy plan and whence thy hopes arife, 








Or: the numerous clafs of writers, 
who have undertaken to furnifh inftruction or amufe- 
ment in periodical: Fffays, no one has, hitherto, I 
believe, made the Country the fubject of his fpecula- 
tions: their talents feem to have been uniformly 
directed to the delineation of fuch fcenes, as the 


Town exhibits; the diverfions, the fafhions or the 

follies moft prevalent in the Capital, having been 

the almoft unvaried theme of every Effayift. Ap. 

Dison, the father of periodical writing, generally 

collected the remarks which are the fubftance of his 
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6 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


papers, in the taverns and coffee-houfes of London, 
moft frequented in his day ; and tho’ he has fome- 
times taken a trip into the Country on a vifit to 
Sir Roger, yet fo bufily was he employed in obfer- 
ving the peculiarities of the Baronet, that he paid 
little regard to rural life, unlefs as it tended to 
illuftrate the character of his hoft. The fublime 
philofophy of the RaMBLER cannot, properly, be 
faid to have pourtrayed the manners of the times ; 
it has feldom touched on fubjedts fo tranfient and 
fugitive, but has difplayed the more fixt and inva- 
riable operations of the human heart: if, however, 
its Author has occafionally condefcended to trifle, 
a walk in the Strand rather than a refidence in the 
Country has fupplied hints to his Mufe.  Criticifm 
and Oriental tales form the prominent features of 
the Apventurer: the modes of elegant life are 
the favourite topics of the Worxp: and the Tri- 
umvirate of Wits, to whom the lovers of delicate 
raillery and refined humour are indebted for the 
Connotsseur, have fufficiently expreffed the defign 
of ¢heir lucubrations by afiuming to themfelves the 
name of Town: in fhort, every Effayift has either 
confined himfelf to the City and the Court, or has 
touched on Country life, rather as a collateral, 
than as a diftinct, fubject. 


For this general neglect of us, who live at a dif. 
tance from the metropolis, various reafons may be 
affigned. To find readers is the firft object with 
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THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 7 


every man, who offers his labours to the Public. 
At the time, when periodical papers were firft 
iffued into the world, refinement and a tafte for 
reading had {carcely found their way into the Coun- 
try. The Capital itfelf having but lately emerged 
from ignorance to civilization was as yet the fole 
abode of wit and learning : and the fhoots of 
Genius, tranfplanted from their native foil, felt the 
chill of neglect. Soon, however, the manners and 
tafte fo conf{picuous in the metropolis began to en- 
large the {phere of their exiftence : the greater con- 
venience and difpatch in travelling, wealth and po- 
lifhed life quitting the bufy {fcene of the Town for 
the fhade of retirement, a noble {pirit of emulation 
in thofe, who difdained inferiority, and, not leaft, 
the ftriking improvements, which the prefent age 
has introduced inta the fyftem of female education, 
are caufes which have concurred to aid the progrefs 
of refinement, to obliterate thofe habits, which had 
been ftigmatized with the appellation of rupticity, 
and to raife the Provinces to a level with the metro- 
polis in the love of letters and the purfuit of fcience. 
Scarcely a Britifh Town now exills, which is not 
diftinguithed by fome literary eftablifhment, formed 
with a view to a reciprocation of amufement among 
its members, or a wider dillufion of knowledge 
thro’ the neighbouring diftri@ : and yet that fpecies 
of entertainment, which fends forth obfervations on 
men and manners thro’ the channel of a periodical 


Effay, has not hitherto been adopted by Country 
B 2 
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8 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


literati. London too, it muft be confeft, has everbeen 
the fource from which an obferver might derive 
reflections in the greatelt abundance: populous 
cities difplay a diverfity of character, which the 
narrow circle of rural life cannot exhibit: in the 
metropolis actions are viewed on their largeft fcale ; 
there every incident fuggefts ideas to obfervarion, 
and reprefents in clear and vivid colours a picture 
of Man. It cannot, then, excite our wonder, that 
Writers who have devoted their attention to the 
fludy of the human paffions, and declining toacta 
part on the crowded flage of the world, have been 
content to fit filent {pectators of the fcene, have 
generally collected their remarks, where the obli- 
quities of character exercife penetration, ard the 
fiequency of events holds the mind in employ: yet 
on the other hand, it will not be denied, that Coun- 
try life throws open an extenfive field to the fpecu- 
latift, and that a diligent obferver might thence 
derive anew fund of amufement and frefh topics of 
noral entertainment: galety might here adopt a 
mode of trifling yet untried; a diflerent {mile 
might enliven good-humour, and an altered frown 
nark the feverity of cenfure. 


+° 


Tue diftinction obfervable in human characters 
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arifes chiefly, from the difference of the ideas, 
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THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 7) 


objects prefented to the fenfes of various obfervers 


; 


are diffimilar, fo long muft characters be unlike 


each other and habits appropriate. Thus, reflec. 
tions widely different arife . our minds, whether 
we mingle with the crowds of Cheap/ide, or medi- 
tate on the ftillnefs of a Country Town: bufy 
{treets and fequeftered lanes, the buftle of commerce 
and the calmneis of retreat, the fplendour of eqni- 
page and the modeft ornaments of private life raife 
in the brea{t of the f{pectator fentiments as diffimi- 
lar as the fountains, from which they flow: hence 
the manners in the Capital and thole in parts remote 
from it forma ftriking contrait, and hence arife re- 
Mections on the latter, and a new field is opened to 
difquifition. | 


Movep by thefe confiderations, I have formed 


the oe or COmMmecnc ing Cou NTRY SPECTA TOR : an 
T. & fe amiecsad a . — 
uncer tak yre p let Ce WITNn dith« UitiIes I proportion to 


its wantin 3 : Lam led into paths which have not yet 
been explored, expofed to dangers, which have not 


yet been encountered, and elated by expectation, 


e - / , 
which has not vet been found fallacious. But can. 
dour is ever ready to favour enterprize: I have, 


therefore, ventured to cherifh a hope, that my la. 
bours will not be wholly unwelcome to thofe, whofe 


entertainment thes re intenaecda to promote, and 


that the outfet of my career ¥ ill not be checked by 
the. difappointment of moderate ambition. My 
1 the medium of a 


’ 


| 
purpore 1S to convey Lida Ve sp’ 





















¥ 


» 
ee a ee 


— " ro 


 - 





9 ae 





eae omiieniifipcacaane 





—— 


ee 
a ne 


A IIE EGLO LOND 


a 
¢ 4 
OAD 
“ 


Poe Sette SapRe MRE! TR 


At 
yi Ay 
1 i: oo 
Pr 





cen bc ae = OO I 


mers r eine Se 
2 LATS 


ee 


Sree says — (flame 


A A GA LOOM 





— 
peer ee: 


deus aS 





penta Ane al 





S pate non a 








dna htan ioe sain Rt 
barista 3 . 


Seas 
a a we TEI 





acter oT ll 
rare a ein gr PPR 








eeowers 
ae 
rm en 
ai 


GN eae 
r - pel . 
Wie ee as poe en 


IO THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


Weekly Effay fach remarks on Country life, as 
fill the little fphere of my own obfervation ; and 
though it would hardly be poffible, for a confide- 


rable length of time to furnifh {peculations, of 


which the fubjects are limited, yet I will rarely 
fuffer my Mufe to ramble towards the South, or, 
at leaft, I will take care, that the manners of the 
Town fhall be fubordinate to the more immediate 
objects of my difcuffion: and as my predeceflors 
have fometimes led their Readers from the hurry of 
London into ficlds and groves, fo will I, as occa- 


fion requires, introduce my friends to the Royal 
Theatres, the Park, or the Palace. 


Criticism and poctry, tales and allegories, will 
of neceflity be the fame, whether they fall from the 
pen ofa Town or a Country Spectator ; but when- 
ever lam led into difquifitions, which derive their 
complexion from the place, in which they are writ- 
ten, I promife my readers, that ¢bey fhall uniformly 
have the preference; the Country fhall be my 
theme, as often as it fhall prefent me with any 
peculiarities, or as often as a friendly Correfpondent 
will fupply me with a hint: and I accordingly 
affure all private gentlemen, who cannot fill up 
their time, and. profeflional men who have little 
practice, that I will gratefully accept their feveral 
fpeculations (fent free of expence to my Printer) 


{uch only excepted, as are incorrigibly dull, or {hall 


otherwife be deemed unfit for the public eye. I 
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THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. It 


fhould, indeed, betray unpardonable arrogance, 
were I to judge myfelf alone adequate to an under. 
taking, in which all other writers have fought affift 
tance: few men can rely on the verfatility: of 
their own powers for that variety of ftile, ornament 
and matter, which is requifite in a work of this 
kind: I fhall, therefore, folicit one or two ‘Inge. 
nious Academical friends to favour me with obi! 
fional Effays, that my Volume may be fomewhat 
diverfified, and that the excellence of their perfor. 
mances may be a compenfation to our Readers for 
the dullnefs of my own. 


Havinc thus endeavoured to develope my plan 
and to anticipate objection, it may be neceflary to 
point out in a few words the great object of my pur- 
fuit. It was the boaft of the illuftrious Addifen, 
that he had brought philofophy from fchools and 
colleges to be a companion at the tea-table. If it 
fhould appear, that the projector of this undertak. 
ing has brought rational entertainment from Lon- 
don tea-tables to thofe of the Country, his ambition 
will be amply gratified ; he will refiect with fatis- 
faction on this employment of his leifure in early 
life, when maturer years: fhall have confirmed his 
judgment, and when Age fhall have brought back 
to his recollection the moments, that are fled. 


Wits thefe pretenfions alone, the Country Spec. 


tator offers his papers to every farnily in the towns, 
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which his title-page fpecifies. He who has already 
i 

been taught to reprefs ianguine hope, is a 

to the fting of Serpe: Should my trifles be 

deftined to negiect, I fhall not fall from a e height 

of ideal happinels, or — of the rigour of a 
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fentence, to which | muft fubmir: yet fhould fuc- 
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cisimuc on my attempt, Or mocerate encourage- 
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nent enable me to proceed, “I fhall exult in my 
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gooc fortune, and ice frefh incentives to ex ertion ; 
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nor fhall 1 endure with reluctance the cavils of cri- 
oo 


ticifm, or fhrink from partial cenfure, if I can aid 
virtue, amufe leifure, or contribute 


to cifpel tne 
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P. S. lf the C. S. fhould be thought too grave, 


red, that he 1s anxious for the fate 
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